
GCSE Design Subjects



Careers that link with Design
Where can studying Fine Art, 
3D Design, Textiles Design or 
Graphic Design take you? 

What kinds of careers exist for 
those who study creative 
subjects at high school? While 
you might have heard that 
becoming an architect, fine 
artist, graphic designer or 
product designer is an option 
for those who study 
Art/Design, there are many 
other careers available for 
those who are able to 
envision, design and create 
fantastic things.



Whether you love Fine Art, Photography, Graphic Design, 3D Design, Textiles or 
any other art-related speciality, career options are limited only by your 
imagination. Art and Design education propels people towards creative and 
unexpected destinations – many of which have not even been discovered yet.
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…knowledge is available on every Internet-
connected device, what you know matters 
far less than what you can do with what you 
know. The capacity to innovate — the ability 
to solve problems creatively or bring new 
possibilities to life — and skills like critical 
thinking, communication and collaboration 
are far more important than academic 
knowledge
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Careers that link with Design
Subject Option:- Fine Art

Salaries vary widely for fine artists and are dependent on their talent, experience and the level of 
intricacy used in their work. For this reason, it is difficult to put a set figure on what an artist can 
earn. For emerging artists who are displaying at degree shows, it is standard to expect no more than 
£1,000 for a BA level piece of work and no more than £2,000 for MA work. This does of course vary if 
the piece of work is very large or extremely intricate.
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Subject Option:- 3D Design

GCSE 3D Design



Careers that link with Design
Subject Option:- Graphic Design

Salaries for senior graphic designers or creative leads range 
from £35,000 to £55,000. If you work as a freelancer, you can 
earn anything between £200 and £400 a day with experience. 
The rate increases when you have an impressive track record 
and recommendations.



Careers that link with Design
Subject Option:- Textiles Design

Typical salaries at senior designer and creative 
director level range from £42,000 to £85,000+.



Employability skills you are 
developing in Design Subjects

● apply their learning in different contextual frameworks ● generate ideas, concepts, 
proposals, solutions or arguments independently and collaboratively in response to set briefs 
and self-initiated activity ● use convergent and divergent thinking in observing, investigating, 
enquiring, visualising and making and develop ideas through to material outcomes ● manage 
the interaction between intention, process, outcome, context and dissemination ● apply 
resourcefulness and entrepreneurial skills to their own practice or that of others ● employ 
materials, media, techniques, methods, technologies and tools with skill and imagination while 
observing good working practices ● study independently, set goals, manage their own 
workloads and meet deadlines ● anticipate and accommodate change, and handle ambiguity, 
uncertainty, and unfamiliarity ● analyse information and experiences, formulate independent 
judgements, and articulate reasoned arguments through reflection, review and evaluation. ●
identify personal strengths and needs ● interact effectively with others through collaboration, 
collective endeavour and negotiation ● articulate ideas and information comprehensibly in 
visual, oral and written forms ● present ideas and work to audiences in a range of situations ●
source, navigate, select, retrieve, evaluate, manipulate and manage information ● select and 
employ communication and information technologies. 



Future qualifications / routes of 
study in Design Subjects

Post 16

AS/A Level Art and 
Design: -
• Fine art
• Graphic 
communication
• Textile design
• Three-
dimensional design
• Photography

Higher Education

There are vast quantities of 
Higher Education 
qualifications that are 
available for study. These 
include Degrees and HE 
Diplomas in all disciplines. 
These can be studied at 
University or Colleges.



Why Design is important

Creative Industries are booming employing over 2 million in the 
UK and forecasted to big one of the biggest growing industries in 
the near future!

You are able to be  
creative and these 
subjects allow you to 
express yourself…. You do 
not have to remember 
reams of information and 
recall it in a written exam.
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